Duplication methods for replacement of broken orthoses.
The methods presented for replacement of broken orthoses have proved very effective (Fig. 9). In more than 5 years of employing such duplication techniques, we have found patient satisfaction in the product to be commensurate with that for their originally prescribed devices. The techniques presented are not the only methods by which orthoses can be duplicated. We recognize that the clinician should refabricate the same orthosis only when the cause of breakage has been determined to be material fatigue or stress. Should the patient's weight, foot structure, or activities have changed, new orthoses should be fabricated with those factors in mind.